NOPSEMA DIRECTION

Australia’s offshore energy regulator

General Direction

Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 — s574
Date: 24/07/2025

To: Woodside Energy (Victoria) Pty Ltd

Cooper Energy (MF) Pty. Ltd.

Revocation and Issue of Direction/s - section 574 of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage
Act 2006

I, Graham Blair, Deputy Chief Executive Officer of the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA), REVOKE instrument number 831 and make this
direction under section 574 of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (the Act), as a
delegate of the CEO of NOPSEMA, pursuant to an instrument of delegation dated 31 January 2024.

Graham Blair

Deputy Chief Executive Officer
wA1003006

24 July 2025

1. Commencement

This General Direction takes effect on the date of signature.

2. Application

This direction applies to Woodside Energy (Victoria) Pty Ltd (ACN 006 466 486) (Woodside) and Cooper
Energy (MF) Pty. Ltd. (ACN 615 354 955), the registered holders of VIC/L22 and VIC/PL33.

3. Directions

(a) The registered holder(s) of VIC/L22 and VIC/PL33 are given the directions contained in Schedule 1.

(b) Each direction in Schedule 1 is a separate direction.
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General Direction
NOPSEMA Direction 2016

Australia’s offshore energy regulator

Schedule 1 - Directions

The registered holders are directed to take the following actions:

Direction 1

a) Recommence the removal of the property listed in Schedule 2 from VIC/L22 and VIC/PL33 no later than
1 January 2028.

b) Complete the removal of all the property listed in Schedule 2 as soon as reasonably practicable, and no
later than 30 April 2028.

Direction 2

Prior to the commencement of each offshore campaign to remove the property listed in Schedule 2, the
following actions must be completed:

a) Conduct a review of the status and condition of the property to be removed.

b) Undertake and document a risk assessment to identify and evaluate all risks to health, safety and the
environment associated with removal activities. The risk assessment must demonstrate that control
measures are in place to reduce risks to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP).

c) Review and update relevant procedures required to ensure risks to health, safety and the environment
are reduced to ALARP.

d) Develop and implement a training program to ensure that all personnel involved in removal activities
are aware of their responsibilities regarding safety and environmental management.

e) Conduct a project readiness review to verify compliance with all relevant health, safety and
environmental management requirements. The review must confirm that control measures are in place
to ensure safe and environmentally responsible operations.

f) Submit a copy of the documented outcomes from the project readiness review to NOPSEMA within 7
days of its completion.

Direction 3

Provide for the conservation and protection of the natural resources in the title areas, to the satisfaction of
NOPSEMA, within 18 months after the property referred to in Direction 1 is removed.

Direction 4

Make good, to the satisfaction of NOPSEMA, any damage to the seabed or subsoil in the title areas caused
by any person engaged or concerned in the operations authorised by the titles within 18 months after the
property referred to in Direction 1 is removed.

Direction 5

a) Submit to NOPSEMA a report detailing plans and progress to meet Direction 1, every 6 months
commencing 1 November 2025.

b) The report must be submitted by Woodside on behalf of all the registered holders and include all
information specified in Schedule 3 and must be signed by a company officer of Woodside confirming
its accuracy and completeness.
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NOPSEMA Direction 2016
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Direction 6

a) Complete a review of all decommissioning project planning undertaken since 30 August 2021 for
VIC/L22 and VIC/PL33, with the review to be fully completed by 30 June 2026. The review must
evaluate the adequacy and effectiveness of the planning process, including, but not limited to:

e the allocation of budget and resources,

e decision-making processes related to the selection of contractors, vessels, and specialised
equipment, and

e the implementation of measures to meet health, safety, environmental, and other regulatory
obligations.

The review must also identify specific, measurable, and actionable opportunities for improvement.

b) A comprehensive full Lessons Learnt report documenting the review’s findings, conclusions, and
recommendations must be submitted to NOPSEMA by no later than 1 August 2026.

c) A Lessons Learnt presentation to be shared with other industry participants through an industry forum
or other means no later than 31 December 2026.

d) A publicly available summary of the Lessons Learnt report and presentation to be published no later
than 31 December 2026 on the registered titleholders’ website.
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NOPSEMA Direction 2016
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Explanatory Statement - Direction number: 2016

Background

Production commenced from the Minerva field in the VIC/L22 title area in 2005 with reservoir fluids
transported to shore via the Minerva production pipeline in VIC/PL33. Production from the field ceased in
September 2019. Two exploration wells were drilled on VIC/P31, a related title to VIC/L22 in 1993 and
remained suspended.

On 30 August 2021, NOPSEMA issued General Direction 831 to registered holders of VIC/L22 and VIC/PL33,
requiring them to address their outstanding decommissioning obligations. Since then, the registered
holders have undertaken substantial well plug and abandonment, and property removal activities within
the offshore title area.

However, following a preventable environmental incident which resulted in the loss of plastic saddles to
the marine environment during pipeline removal, removal activities were paused to reassess operational
risks.

In response, General Direction 831 was revoked, and replaced with General Direction 2016. This General
Direction provides additional time and clarity for the registered holders to complete essential planning and
preparatory activities. This revision is intended to ensure that all future property removal operations are
conducted in a safe and environmentally responsible manner.
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Notes
Breach of a direction

Under sub section 576(1) of the Act, if a person is subject to a general direction under section 574 and
the person engages in conduct that breaches that direction, the person commits an offence:

Fault-based offence — 5 years imprisonment or 2,000 penalty units, or both (10,000 penalty units for a
body corporate).

Strict liability offence — 100 penalty units (500 penalty units for a body corporate).
Civil penalty provision — 525 penalty units (2,625 penalty units for a body corporate).

Continuing offences — a person who commits a fault-based or strict liability offence commits a separate
offence in respect for each day during which the offence continues. The maximum penalty for each day
that the offence continues is 10% of the maximum penalty that can be imposed in respect to that
offence.

Continuing contraventions of civil penalty provisions — a person who contravenes the civil penalty
provision commits a separate contravention in respect for each day during which the contravention
continues. The maximum civil penalty for each day that the contravention continues is 10% of the
maximum civil penalty that can be imposed in respect to that contravention.
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Schedule 2 - Property to be removed

Rigid Flowline/Umbilical Bundle 2.1 km
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Schedule 3 — Biannual progress report (Direction 5)

The plan must include the following:
1. Project Overview

e Names of all titleholders.

e Identification of the offshore titles relevant to the removal activities.

e Description of the scope, objectives, and purpose of the property removal campaign(s).
2. Scope of Property Removal

e Detailed list of all property scheduled for removal.

e Current condition and status of each item.

e Description of property successfully removed during the previous reporting period, including
dates and methods used.

3. Implementation Plan

e Detailed schedule of removal activities, offshore campaigns, including key milestones and
deadlines.

e Description of removal techniques, equipment, and technologies to be employed.

e Identification of contractors, vessels, and major equipment involved in the campaign.
4. Activity Summary

e Summary of removal activities undertaken during the reporting period.

e Comparison of actual progress against the planned schedule.

e Justification for any deviations from the original plan.

e Analysis of factors affecting progress (e.g., weather conditions, technical challenges, contractor
performance).

5. Updated Timeline

e Revised estimate for overall project completion.

e Key activities and milestones planned for the upcoming six-month reporting period.
6. Regulatory Compliance

e Status update on compliance with the General Direction.

e Summary of regulatory approvals and permits obtained or pending.

e Confirmation of alignment with the accepted Environment Plan and Safety Case(s).
7. Declaration

e Asigned and dated declaration by a company officer of Woodside on behalf of all the
registered holders, confirming that the report is accurate, complete, and compliant with all
applicable requirements.
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