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Assessment Findings since January 2023

*This excludes consultation
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ωEnvironmental Performance Outcomes 
/Standards/Measurement Criteria 

Most common 
acceptance criteria not 
met in EP submissions *

ωALARP
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ωEnvironmental Performance Outcomes 
/Standards/Measurement Criteria 

Acceptance criteria not 
met over several EP 

submissions *



Observations and insights - 1

ÅEvidence must be provided to support conclusions drawn in assessments

ÅAllowing for flexibility and optionality is ok т but it results in assessments that 
must contemplate different scenarios

ÅSuccinct explanation and demonstration is preferred т existing arguments 
ƚőŸƨũĬШĤĲШƖĲƻŔƚĲĬШƖċƣőĲƖШƣőċŰШċĬĬŔŰŊШůŸƖĲШљĬĲƣċŔũњЮШ

Acceptable levels of environmental impact and risk - the 
case for environmental management



Observations and insights - 2

Uncertainty in predictions of impact

ÅLike all predictions of the future, acknowledging 
uncertainty is important

ÅOPPs carry greater uncertainty given the stage in the 
project planning cycle т ĤƨƣШċŰШ§ÂÂШŔƚŰќƣШċШћƽċƣĲƖĲĬ-
ĬŸƽŰќШƻĲƖƚŔŸŰШŸŉШċŰШEÂШĤĲĦċƨƚĲШŸŉШƣőċƣШƨŰĦĲƖƣċŔŰƣǃ

ÅUncertainty can be addressed in different ways т more 
upfront understanding of the environment and impacts 
or stronger commitments to apply measures to address 
impacts (i.e. managing/monitoring) 



Observations and insights - 3

ÅGroundwork for demonstration of acceptability of impacts in OPPs can be 
leveraged in subsequent EPs

Å EPs following an OPP must reflect the OPP and an achieve equivalent or 
better levels of environmental performance

ÅMeasures must be in place for implementing EPs including operationalising 
EP content, ensuring it is possible to monitor or measure success and 
performing assurance

Å Reliance on people rather than process and systems for implementation of 
EPs is risky 

Leveraging OPPs in EPs and EP submissions



Opportunities moving forward

Applying learnings from NOPSEMA regulatory advice ς implementing practice/systems 
for sharing learnings internally can reduce timeframes and improve outcomes

Promoting healthy challenge on QA/QC of documents internally

Working collaboratively to address shared issues ς research to address uncertainty 
around shared complex issues such as cumulative impacts 

Using networks and forums to share learnings and innovation to promote better practice














































