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Dear FOI Coordinator
 
Freedom of Information request – Courtesy Consultation  
  
The Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (Department) has received a 
request seeking access to documents under the Freedom of Information Act 1982 (Cth) (FOI Act). The 
applicant sought access to:
  

‘Correspondence about Browse Carbon Capture and Storage referral (EPBC 2024/10028) 
1. I write on behalf of 

 
. We represent over 300,000 people from all around the country, 

and we work to protect and restore our ocean and coastal environments for the benefit of all 
marine life, and current and future generations. 
2. In or about October 2024, Woodside Energy Ltd (Woodside) referred the Browse Carbon 
Capture and Storage Project (EPBC 2024/10028) (the Proposed Action) for assessment under 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 
3. The decision maker is yet to decide if the Proposed Action is a controlled action. 
 
Request for information 
4. Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act 1982 (Cth) (FOI Act), requests access to 

the following documents in the possession of the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water (DCCEEW): 

a. any correspondence sent from DCCEEW to Woodside about the Proposed Action; and 
b. any correspondence sent from the federal Minister for the Environment and Water to 

Woodside about the Proposed Action. 
5. The period for the request is from 15 August 2025 to the date that a decision is made on our 

request. 
6. Our request excludes: a. any publicly available information; 
b. the documents released under FOI request LEX 79714, LEX 80113, or LEX 80689; 
c. any duplicated correspondence or documents; 
d. any copies or summaries of public comments received by DCCEEW or the Minister about the 

Proposed Action; 



e. any personal information within the meaning of s 47F of the FOI Act or any personal details 
for government staff or third parties (including names, job titles or contact details).’ 
 
Please find attached the documents that we have identified as relating to the National Offshore 
Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority. (NOPSEMA).  Please note; as personal 
information has been excluded from the scope of the FOI request, this information has been redacted, 
including out of scope information.
 
I understand that you may have previously been consulted in relation to some of the attached 
documents. 
 
Should NOPSEMA wish to object to the release of any of the information contained within the 
documents, can you please state the reasons and the exemption(/s) you are seeking under the FOI Act.
  
While your views will be considered in the decision-making process, the decision-maker is obliged to 
form their own view regarding the appropriateness of releasing the documents.
  
In order to meet our legislative timeframe for this request, we would be grateful for your response by 
no later than COB Friday 13 March 2026. If a response is not received within the timeframe requested, 
it will be deemed that NOPSEMA does not object to the release of the documents and the Department 
will make a decision on the release of the documents without the benefit of your views. 

Please feel free to contact us if you wish to discuss this consultation request further. 
 
Kind regards
 
FOI Contact Officer 
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 
Ngunnawal and Ngambri Country, John Gorton Building, King Edward Terrace
(GPO Box 3090) Parkes ACT 2600 Australia
E foi@dcceew.gov.au
 

         
 
DCCEEW.gov.au ABN 63 573 932 849
 

 
This email and any attachments may contain information subject to legal professional privilege or information that is otherwise 
sensitive or confidential. If you are not the intended recipient of this email, you are prohibited from using or disseminating this 
communication. If you have received this communication in error please notify the sender immediately and permanently delete this 
email. 
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------ IMPORTANT - This email and any attachments have been issued by the Commonwealth of Australia (Commonwealth). The material 
transmitted is for the use of the intended recipient only and may contain confidential, legally privileged, copyright or personal information. You 
should not copy, use or disclose it without authorisation from the Commonwealth. It is your responsibility to check any attachments for viruses 
and defects before opening or forwarding them. If you are not an intended recipient, please contact the sender of this email at once by return 
email and then delete both messages. Unintended recipients must not copy, use, disclose, rely on or publish this email or attachments. The 
Commonwealth is not liable for any loss or damage resulting from unauthorised use or dissemination of, or any reliance on, this email or 
attachments. If you have received this e-mail as part of a valid mailing list and no longer want to receive a message such as this one, advise the 
sender by return e-mail accordingly. This notice should not be deleted or altered ------
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MEETING 36: Notes from Project Assessment Plan (Burrup Hub Projects) meeting – 25 September 

2025  

ATTENDEES 

Australian Government Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 

(DCCEEW): 

Woodside: 

National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA):  

Western Australian Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) / Environmental 

Protection Authority (EPA): 

 

Previous actions: 

Number Item Description Action by Status 

28.3 DCCEEW Ongoing  

30.3 DCCEEW Ongoing 

33.2 Woodside Closed  

33.3 Woodside Ongoing 

    

LEX 82209 DOCUMENT 1A

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
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Browse Carbon Capture and Storage Project (EPBC 2024/10028) – update and next steps 

 DCCEEW is awaiting internal advice and will follow up with Woodside once this advice is 

received.  

NOPSEMA 

 NOPSEMA had no updates. 

 

Next meeting 9am AWST 23 October 2025. 

 

New actions: 

Number Item Description Action by Status 

36.1 DCCEEW On-going 

36.2 DCCEEW On-going 

36.3 Provide Woodside with DCCEEW contact for the 
Browse CCS project 

DCCEEW On-going 

LEX 82209 DOCUMENT 1A

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
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MEETING 37: Notes from Project Assessment Plan (Burrup Hub Projects) meeting – 23 October 

2025  

ATTENDEES 

Australian Government Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 

(DCCEEW): 

Woodside: 

National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA):  

Western Australian Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) / Environmental 

Protection Authority (EPA):

 

 

Previous actions: 

Number Item Description Action by Status 

28.3 DCCEEW Ongoing  

30.3 DCCEEW Ongoing 

33.3 Woodside Ongoing 

36.1 DCCEEW Closed 

36.2 DCCEEW Closed 

36.3 Provide Woodside with DCCEEW contact for the 
Browse CCS Project.  

DCCEEW On-going 

LEX 82209 DOCUMENT 2A

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
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Browse Carbon Capture and Storage Project (EPBC 2024/10028) – update and next steps 

 DCCEEW and Woodside plan to meet in the next week and will discuss updates on the project.  

NOPSEMA 

 NOPSEMA had no updates. 

 

Next meeting 9am AWST 27 November 2025. 

 

New actions: 

Number Item Description Action by Status 

37.1 DCCEEW Ongoing 

37.2 DCCEEW Ongoing  

LEX 82209 DOCUMENT 2A

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
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MEETING 38: Notes from Project Assessment Plan (Burrup Hub Projects) meeting – 27 November 

2025  

ATTENDEES 

Australian Government Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 

(DCCEEW): 

Woodside: 

National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA):  

Western Australian Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) / Environmental 

Protection Authority (EPA):

 

Browse Carbon Capture and Storage Project (EPBC 2024/10028) – update and next steps 

 Woodside have been looking at alternate pathways for Browse CCS.  

 DCCEEW to have a meeting with Woodside regarding Browse CCS.  

Previous actions: 

Number Item Description Action by Status 

28.3 DCCEEW Ongoing  

30.3 DCCEEW Ongoing 

33.3 Woodside Closed 

36.3 Provide Woodside with DCCEEW contact for the 
Browse CCS Project.  

DCCEEW Ongoing 

37.1 DCCEEW Ongoing 

37.2 DCCEEW Ongoing  

LEX 82209 DOCUMENT 3A

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
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 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOPSEMA 

 NOPSEMA had no updates. 

 

Next meeting 9am AWST 18 December 2025. 

 

New actions: 

Number Item Description Action by Status 

38.1 DCCEEW to have a meeting with Woodside 
regarding Browse CCS and to discuss different 
pathways. 

DCCEEW Ongoing 

38.2 DCCEEW Ongoing  

LEX 82209 DOCUMENT 3A

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
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MEETING 39: Notes from Project Assessment Plan (Burrup Hub Projects) meeting – 18 December 

2025  

ATTENDEES 

Australian Government Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 

(DCCEEW): 

Woodside: 

National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA):  

Western Australian Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) / Environmental 

Protection Authority (EPA):

 

 

Browse Carbon Capture and Storage Project (EPBC 2024/10028) – update and next steps 

 DCCEEW to meet with Woodside and provide clarity to Woodside regarding the new reforms.  

 

Previous actions: 

Number Item Description Action by Status 

28.3 DCCEEW Closed 

30.3 DCCEEW Ongoing 

36.3 Provide Woodside with DCCEEW contact for the 
Browse CCS Project.  

DCCEEW Closed  

37.1 DCCEEW Ongoing 

37.2 DCCEEW Ongoing  

38.1 
regarding Browse CCS and to discuss different 
pathways. 

DCCEEW Closed 

38.2 DCCEEW Closed 

LEX 82209 DOCUMENT 4A

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
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MEETING 40: Notes from Project Assessment Plan (Burrup Hub Projects) meeting – 15 January 

2026  

ATTENDEES 

Australian Government Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 

(DCCEEW): 

Woodside: 

National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA):  

Nil.  

Western Australian Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) / Environmental 

Protection Authority (EPA):

 

Browse Carbon Capture and Storage Project (EPBC 2024/10028) – update and next steps 

 DCCEEW to provide Woodside with any information/what is required for Section 146N.  

Previous actions: 

Number Item Description Action by Status 

30.3 DCCEEW Closed 

37.1 DCCEEW Closed 

37.2 DCCEEW Closed 

39.1 DCCEEW Ongoing 

39.2 DCCEEW Closed 

39.3 Woodside Closed 

39.4 Woodside Closed 

LEX 82209 DOCUMENT 5A

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)
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Next meeting 9am AWST 26 February 2026. 

 

New actions: 

Number Item Description Action by Status 

40.1 DCCEEW Ongoing  

40.2  Woodside Ongoing  

LEX 82209 DOCUMENT 5A

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)






