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Woodside Decommissioning – Changes to General Directions  
  

Document No:  A1234978 

Item for:  Compliance Committee 

Meeting Date:  16 July 2025 

Risk Appetite Category:  Regulatory approach   Committee Sponsor:  
 

Recommendation: 

The Committee endorses: 

• Revoking, revising and reissuing General Directions 831, 832, and 833, issued in August 2021 to initiate 
and complete decommissioning activities at the , , and Minerva petroleum projects.  

Impact and Benefit 

• Revoking and reissuing the General Directions will: 

• Provide a revised timeline to support thorough planning so that remaining property can be 
removed safely and in an environmentally responsible manner. 

• Require specific measures to prevent further health, safety, and environmental incidents. 

• Require identification and incorporation of lessons learned to improve future decommissioning 
planning. 

• Extending the timeframes may attract criticism from some stakeholders, who may view it as a lenient 
response to a non-compliance with a General Direction. 

Communication 

• Multiple discussions have been held with Woodside, including a meeting on 25 June 2025 to review 
project status and potential next steps. 

• Draft General Directions would be shared with all titleholders for comment prior to finalisation. 

• Woodside has written to NOPSEMA proposing amendments to the General Direction timeframes and 
seeking clarity on the future pathway for completing decommissioning scopes. 

Key Points 

• Woodside has made material progress in meeting many requirements outlined in the General 
Directions. 

• Several health, safety, and environmental incidents have occurred during the execution phase. 
NOPSEMA inspections and investigations have identified: 

• Non-compliance with permissioning documents. 

• Limitations with Woodside’s risk assessments and management. 








