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Committee Secretary 
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PO Box 6100 

CANBERRA ACT 2600 
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Dear 

In December 2019 NOPSEMA was given an opportunity to provide a response to statements made by 

Mr Prideaux about the validity of NOPSEMA assessments and other matters in his submission to the Inquiry 

('A Statement by Geoff Prideaux for OceanCare: Ocean Noise Impact on Fisheries and Wildlife in the Great 

Australian Bight' dated 21 November 2019). Mr Prideaux's submission contained a range of broad claims 

and 10 detailed questions. NOPSEMA provided a response to Mr Prideaux's broader claims in writing on 

12 December 2019 (ref: A707007). The detailed questions that Mr Prideaux outlined in his written 

submission subsequently became the subject of detailed discussion at the Senate Inquiry Hearing into the 

impact of seismic testing on fisheries and the marine environment on 22 September 2020. 

Following those discussions at the public hearing and the further statements made by Mr Prideaux about 

NOPSEMA assessments and the competence of NOPSEMA staff during the hearing, NOPSEMA would like to 

take a further opportunity to provide a more detailed response to the statements made. In doing so, it is 

important to note that Mr Prideaux's concerns appear based on what he can see in published NOPSEMA 

guidance, not what NOPSEMA requires of individual proponents and management of their seismic activities 

during the Environmental Plan (l:P) assessment process. 

While individuals who are not familiar with objective based regulation may gain comfort from a more 

prescriptive regulatory approach, this is not the current regulatory requirement nor the most appropriate 

approach for high hazard industries (see Attachment 1). While NOPSEMA published guidance contains 

general advice to suit a broad industry audience, this does not mean that NOPSEMA staff are not requiring 

specificity from proponents during EP assessments, that NOPSEMA staff have a poor understanding of 

modelling nor does it mean that environment plans will be approved if the noise modelling is insufficient or 

inappropriate. 

Mr Prideaux's general concerns have been addressed in the first Attachment to this letter and appear to be 

due to the beliefs expressed in his statement that; 

• NOPSEMA's assessments and regulatory decisions lack independence arising from cost-recovery

through industry levies;

• NOPSEMA should be prescriptive in its approach; and

• NO PS EMA has been slow to apply the CMS Family Guidelines and is avoiding specific elements of the

Guidelines.
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Specific responses to each of Mr Prideaux's 10 questions have been provided in the second Attachment to 

this letter. 

Acting Chief Executive Officer 

10 March 2021 

Att. 

National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority 

ABN: 22 385 178 289 

Page 2 of 9 

nopsema.gov.au 

Impact of seismic testing on fisheries and the marine environment
Submission 66 - Supplementary Submission 1



Impact of seismic testing on fisheries and the marine environment
Submission 66 - Supplementary Submission 1



Impact of seismic testing on fisheries and the marine environment
Submission 66 - Supplementary Submission 1



Impact of seismic testing on fisheries and the marine environment
Submission 66 - Supplementary Submission 1



Impact of seismic testing on fisheries and the marine environment
Submission 66 - Supplementary Submission 1



Impact of seismic testing on fisheries and the marine environment
Submission 66 - Supplementary Submission 1



Impact of seismic testing on fisheries and the marine environment
Submission 66 - Supplementary Submission 1



Impact of seismic testing on fisheries and the marine environment
Submission 66 - Supplementary Submission 1


