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History: Removal of equipment

1967 Petroleum Submerged Lands Act

2006 Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Act

2018 Offshore Petroleum decommissioning guideline (Dept. of Industry Science Energy & Resources)

2019 Minister’s Statement of Expectations 

2020 Northern Oil and Gas Australia (NOGA) go into liquidation

2020 The Walker Report on NOGA

2020 Enhancing Australia’s decommissioning framework (Consultation Paper DISER)

2021 Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Act Exposure Draft

2021 NOPSEMA Policy for comment §572 Maintenance and removal of property

2021 NOPSEMA Decommissioning Compliance Strategy

2021 NOPSEMA Decommissioning Compliance Plan
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Wells
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“In Force” WOMPS - 70
Wells on a current “In Force” WOMP ≈ 895
“Shut in” ≈ 149
“Suspended” ≈ 255

Some since 1970’s……………………………………..



Policy
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Policy
• Safety Case
• Environmental Plan
• WOMP

§572(2)
A titleholder must maintain in good condition and repair all 
structures that are, and all equipment and other property 
that is:
a) in the title area; and
b) used in connection with the operations authorised by 

the permit, lease, licence or authority.

§572(3)
A titleholder must remove from the title area all structures 
that are, and all equipment and other property that is, 
neither used nor to be used in connection with the 
operations



Decommissioning Plan
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Strategy – Life Cycle Concept
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• All new and revised permissioning documents 
demonstrate how decommissioning requirements 
have been considered

End 2021

• Decommissioning plans are in place for all structures, 
equipment and property that have ceased 
production 

• All wells have been risk assessed and have accepted 
abandonment plans in place 

• Moored or tethered buoyant infrastructure removed 
within 12 months of permanently ceasing operation

End 2023

• All structures, equipment and property 
decommissioned to approved end-state within 5 
years of permanently ceasing production

• All wells have been plugged and closed-off with 
accepted abandonment report within 3 years of 
permanently ceasing production

• Successful prosecution or enforcement action taken 
when deemed necessary

End 2025



Future

• Provides for oversight of changes in control of titleholders (such as through a corporate merger or 
acquisition), financial assurance checks

• Expands existing powers to ‘call back’ previous titleholders to decommission infrastructure and remediate 
the marine environment in the title area where the current or immediate former titleholder is unable to do 
so (known as ‘trailing liability’).

• Provides for specific decision-making criteria and expanded information-gathering powers to assess the 
suitability of entities wishing to enter into or progress through the regime. and

• Includes minor and technical amendments to improve the operation of the OPGGS act, including enabling 
electronic lodgement of applications.
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Amendment Bill 2021 – Exposure Draft
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Setting the Context – Well Integrity

OPGGS Act §270 Includes
– “has, to the satisfaction of NOPSEMA plugged or closed off all wells” 
• Geological time.  Legacy for future generations
• Reference to international standards OGUK NORSOK
OPGGS Act (RMA Regs) 
• R5.17 WOMP ends when: “the titleholder has permanently abandoned the well of wells to which the plan 

applies” and the report is accepted by the Regulator.
• R5.09(i) “a description of the arrangements That will be in place for suspension and abandonment of the 

well”
NOPSEMA assisting
• Transfer of wells between WOMPS
• Submission of a WOMP in parts
• Support for Industry Collaboration
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Subscribe to NOPSEMA news and information 
via the form at:
NOPSEMA.gov.au/resources



National Offshore Petroleum Safety and
Environmental Management Authority

Level 8 Alluvion, 58 Mounts Bay Rd, Perth WA 6000
GPO Box 2568, Perth WA 6001 Australia

nopsema.gov.au
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