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Hot topics

 Year in review

 Steve Walker review

 Third party equipment and services

WOMPs/Safety Cases

 Decommissioning/ P&A

 IRF/IADC/IOGP – well control
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2020 Hindsight
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Year in review

Oil price

 C-19: industry response

 Keeping people safe

 Essential energy

 Speed over perfection

 Financial consequences

 Deferred maintenance; skills and capability
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Steve Walker Review

Recommendations

 Strategic approach

 Root causes

Ownership of risk
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Equipment & Services
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Titleholder/operator
/service partner

Control of work

Clarity of 
responsibilities

Knowledge of risks



WOMP/Safety Cases

WOMP – common concerns

 DISC/NOPSEMA WOMP initiative

 Interfaces: Roles and 
responsibilities

 APPEA self-audit checklist

 Industry tools – API Bulletin 97

Opportunities to improve
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Decommissioning/ P&A

Decommissioning Framework Review

S572: “maintain…”…. “remove when not in use”

S270: “plugged and closed off”

SPE Oct 2020: The potential loss of containment, 
as a result of delay in well abandonment, 
presents ongoing risk to safety, environment & 
‘licence to operate’.

1000 wells
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“If I had an hour to solve a 
problem I’d spend 55 minutes 
thinking about the problem
and 5 minutes thinking about 
the solution.”

Albert Einstein



Well Control

IRF/IADC/IOGP – Well Control Problem Statement 

Global perspective

• Pathways to address e.g. 

• PP/FG 

• Interfaces

• Adopt standards

10



Subscribe to NOPSEMA news and information 
via the form at:
NOPSEMA.gov.au/resources

Questions?



National Offshore Petroleum Safety and
Environmental Management Authority

Level 8 Alluvion, 58 Mounts Bay Rd, Perth WA 6000
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