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7. For Information: Report – including NOPSEMA Quarterly Report and update on recent 
developments 

 

The reports tabled by   were taken as read.   provided a verbal update on current 
developments including: 
• NOPSEMA are discussing possible legislative amendments as a result of losing the diving 

incident case against Technip with the Department of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources 
(DISER). 

• The trial for the DOF Subsea matter had commenced and was expected to run for three weeks. 
• While NOPSEMA had approved Woodside’s Offshore Project Proposal for the Scarborough 

development, other permissioning documents are yet to be submitted. 
•  

• The General Direction to Woodside in relation to the Nganhurra riser turret mooring remains 
open and Woodside are yet to advise a new plan after failing to obtain approval for an artificial 
reef. 

• NOPSEMA had participated in a number of hearings and forums during the last quarter, 
including: the Oil and Gas Reserves Inquiry; Offshore Electricity Infrastructure Inquiry; Senate 
Estimates; Northern Endeavour Decommissioning Levy Inquiry and a Community and 
Environment Reference Group meeting. 

• Topics at the recent Union Bilateral meeting had included a Health Safety Representative 
forum, enforcement activity, mental health survey and international trends.  noted the 
last HSR forum had been well attended with another scheduled in December. 

• The annual  liaison meetings had largely been completed.  understood and 
accepted that NOPSEMA’s approach in issuing General Directions for decommissioning was 
reasonable and agreed the bar had been lifted on decommissioning matters.   added 
that NOPSEMA inspectors will follow up during inspections to ensure progress was being made.  

•  noted that understand they need to have regard to scope 3 emissions 
to secure OPP and environment plan approvals, including in relevant five year revisions. 

• Some companies are mandating Covid-19 vaccinations for employees, some have not and 
others are relying on compliance with relevant State government health requirements. To date 
approximately 85% of NOPSEMA personnel are vaccinated with the rate for inspectors at 95%. 
Inspectors are not permitted to travel offshore if not fully vaccinated. NOPSEMA has not yet 
mandated vaccinations for staff and have a stretch goal of a fully vaccinated workforce. 

ACTION:  to include a standing agenda item for a performance update from the 
decommissioning team at least once per annum. 

8. For Information: Policy Update 

 

 joined the meeting via video conference at 9:40am and  
joined at 9:50am. The report tabled was taken as read and the following items were highlighted: 
• The term of the NOPSEMA secondee to the Northern Endeavour taskforce had been extended 

for an additional twelve months. 
• The Offshore Petroleum (Laminaria and Corallina Decommissioning Cost Recovery Levy) Bill 

2021 was introduced to Parliament in October and referred to Committee, which has since 
reported and recommended the bill be passed.  

• The Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Amendment (titles Administration and 
other Measures) Bill 2021 passed both houses without amendment and will commence in 
March 2022. The Department was working on the implementation aspects and were 
considering the submissions received to the guidance materials that had been sent out for 
consultation. 

• Work is proceeding with the Australian Maritime Safety Authority to undertake a sea 
worthiness gap analysis in relation to floating production storage and offloading vessels.  










