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ESSO issued with OHS improvement notices for gas lift well 
configuration 

Following a NOPSEMA investigation into an uncontrolled gas release on Esso Australia’s (Esso) Flounder 

production facility in the Bass Strait, a common risk in the gas lift well configuration across twelve of Esso’s 

facilities was identified. Consequently, NOPSEMA issued Esso the same improvement notice for each of the 

identified facilities. 

The improvement notices issued to Esso require the operator to install the gas lift shut down valve as close 

as practicable to the well head within 180 days. When Esso takes this action, the notice will cease to have 

effect. 

Throughout NOPSEMA’s investigation, Esso assisted with the identification of other facilities, of which they 

are the operator, with the same gas lift well configuration. 

NOPSEMA employs a robust assessment process, as well as strict compliance monitoring and enforcement 

programs, to ensure offshore oil and gas activities comply with Commonwealth law. 

UPDATED 10 NOVEMBER 2017 

Three improvement notices have been closed, the other nine notices remain open with the due date 

extended to 31 March 2018 following an application for extension by Esso. NOPSEMA is satisfied that a 

comprehensive prioritised capital work program is established and has commenced to address a number of 

wells across the remaining nine facilities. 

UPDATED 18 JULY 2018 

As of 26 June 2018, all 12 improvement notices were closed. 

Of the nine notices due to be completed by 31 March 2018, seven were closed by their due date. Following 

applications for extension, NOPSEMA extended the due date for the remaining two notices to 31 May and 

30 June 2018 respectively. In granting this extension, NOPSEMA was satisfied that Esso had, and was 

continuing, to undertake significant engineering works to comply with the notices. Each of the remaining 

two notices were closed by their due dates.  
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